This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 

Google books 

https://books.google.com 








Digitized by LiOOQ le 



Digitized by LiOOQ le 



A VERARD FRAGMENT OF THE 
ROMAN DE LA ROSE 


Supplementary Note to Illustrated Monograph XIV 
‘The Early Editions of the Roman de la Rose* 

By F. W. BOURDILLON 


LONDON 

PRINTED FOR THE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
AT THE CHISWICK PRESS 
July 1913 



f 


Digitized by LiOOQ le 



A VERARD FRAGMENT OF THE 
ROMAN DE LA ROSE 


S OME little time after the issue of my Monograph on the Early 
Editions of the Roman de la Rose , Mr. Esdaile kindly brought 
to my notice a vellum-printed fragment of the work, differing from 
any of the editions there described. The interesting question at 
once arose, had there existed an edition, now unknown, of which 
this was the only surviving trace. Though this question has been, 
in Mr. Pollard’s opinion and my own, decided with some certainty 
in the negative, I thought the fragment itself of sufficient interest 
to offer an entire facsimile of it to the Bibliographical Society, with 
a few explanatory notes, in such a form that the whole can be 
readily appended to my previous monograph. 

The facsimile shows exadtly of what the fragment consists. 
It is a doubled sheet out of a gathering of four; i.e., there are here 
two leaves out of a gathering of eight leaves, four pages out of the 
sixteen. The first leaf bears the signature a. ii., and the second 
therefore would be a. vii. The first leaf, in its four columns, con- 
tains the first 1 2 1 lines of the poem ; and the second contains lines 
617-764. There are two woodcuts on the first page, and one on 
the last. 

It is at once evident that this sheet bears some very close 
relation to Verard’s Folio edition, that lettered E in the Monograph. 
It is not, however, a fragment of that edition, the type and other 
features being different in the corresponding sheet of such copies 
as I have seen. The two woodcuts at the head of the first page are 
indeed the same as in that, but in the reversed order. 1 The woodcut 
on the last page is not the same as that found in the corresponding 

1 I am glad of an opportunity here to corred a slip in the Monograph, p. 85, 
where it is stated that these two woodcuts are on a single block. It should have been 
said that they are two separate cuts. 
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Cpeff fcromimmtS* faro/e 
g$ tout fort turnout eft encfofe 

m flmfes gfobfcnt q oj fonges 
jtkf<mtjfa6 fee ir mcnfongee 
j&atson penftfcfj fonges fongier 
Cm'neftatmkmenfongiet 
flins font Spies Siei) opparoitt 
$t en puts Sim ttouuer gfttont 
i>ng octeur dmomme mactoSce 
Cut ncttent paa fonges a tot foe 
ilincote efcrtpt fa $ifwp . 

Cut abutet flu top dpton 
Cukottguceaitbe nequt bie 
Cuecc foit Bee mufatbie 
tx crotcc quc fonge abutengne 
£ t qui Souftta pour fof me tiengne 
Cor enStoit mop op it fiance 
One fonge fait figmfwnce 
2 >c 6 Sims aup gene et bes entraps 
Oue fee pfufteurs fongcnf pat mips 


Uloaft be cQofcs couctfement 
Cue og Sopt puis oppertemcitf 
flu Bmgttcfme an benton aage 
Ca point quamoars pient fe peagc 
j^cs ieunes gene: coucSic meffoie 
jone nuptcommeiefoufoce 
jgtmebonnote mouftfnmant 
£t Sep Bngfonge en man boimflnf 
Cni moult futSefa abuifce 
Cammt Sous oaejbeuifee 
£tta) obuifflnt mouft mepteut 
09 ais.cn fonge oncquee rims ncut 
CutabucnuSu tout ne foit 
Comme (pfhxrt U recott 
Ci fiueif cc fonge rimopee 
pout S05 cueurepfus foit efgaper 
Amours Sr me pti'e et commanbe 
*gt fe nuf$ ou nuffe bemanbe 
Comment it Suetfquece rommane 
$0 it appeffe:que ie commons 
Cue cejt fetsonunant beforofe 
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J)* feet burnouts eft touttcncfefc 
2amaticrcci)efi0onncet0*cfttc 
Oifantbtcuqucqgrcfatcapie 
Ccftepoutqui icfap cmpua 
Ccftbnc Some 8e 0auft pus 
£t tout eft btgncfrftccamcc 
fiuefle 8o»t rofecfhecfemee 
flbuio meftoit a ccftc fote 
Jfrfeq paouq one ct cittqmofs 
Cue au mope 0e map tefbugope 
4Du tempo amoutcup purity 8e tap 
fiuifnpanc 0upffono ne0ape 
Gut cty eeffup temps tie fefgape 
^Cty map pater ncfcmicufe 
couunr 8c nouucfte fuctffe 
2ce 0ope tccouutcnt (tut Sc&ute 
Out font fcQ taut que fnalwc 
2a teuemtfmeo i fctyotguctCfe 
pout fa roufcequtfamoift 
|£t OU0ftC fa (MMltCtf - 
0Du effe a tout f(net eftc 
2oie ocuient fa tcrte/i go0t 
Oucf fe ficuft auoit ncufuc to0c 
£* ftapt ft cotnte to0c fane 
Out 8e coufeure pa ant pane 
&ct0o ctbeffeureautewtiqueo 
patcc 8c couleurojtco tic0cr 
£traro0equeic0cuifc 
pour quop latettcjfucufpfcprifc 
2ce oefeauf^qw taht fe fontlat) 
pout fpuer qutf; ont tone fentu} 
j£t pourXe froit ct 8uicr .# tempo 
$ont et) mac et P flt ft piity tempt. 

$t topeup qutfj monrent ety c0ant 
Cat fe cueut a 8e rope tant 
Ou:f feut con uicn t efiantet pat face 
2e tofftgnof afionc feffoicc 
JDc cfjantet et 8e fatte rope 
loie fefuettue et fe reftopc 
Je papegauft ct fo (ofentoe 


di conmcnrtcuncagcna cnfcribic 

3 eft te Gcaufp ct amoureup 
pout fe tempo 0ef et fioufeete 
gQouft a butcueutqm ci) map name 
Ouant if apt chanter fiitto tame 
flup opfcaufp fee boufp t Jarttj iqgcup 
&tj eeffup tempo beftcKtip 
flhi twite ttene Darner fef iqpe 
Song* ap Sne'nupt que nftopc 
Ofre fut aDuio ct) mot) 8o xniant 
Ouif eftoit matuj piopiement 
fcemoty fpet tantoft me feuap 
£0e Seftp et meo mame fauap 
2oi e pune Sneatgat ffe.8atgent 
2Dung aiguifftct mtgnof ct gent 
Ht cut8ant fatguiffe enftfter 
fWiofitSiffeeuuaffen baCfet 
•tywit oupt 8ee q^eouf’D fc6 font 
Out efiantwent pat fee 6uiffotte 
jBt) fairtcte faifot) nouueffe 
Coufantonce manc0ee a Btitbcffc 
(Sffap toe tout feuf ef0atclt. 
at fee opfiffone efcoutont 
Cut be (bantu moufe fengotffbicia 
par f. 6i tatbine qui ffeunjfoicnt 
0oft6«tgat&pfauK befpeffe 
i>ete Sne itutcte mabieffe 
Cue wupeqtiraMfecquee Gwpre 
Ot ne me fccu^oiffeute beftiuptt 
^oieque beffue ctfteriuierc 
Cut bung tettre pieaet betttetc 
iDefcenbote feuiecoutantetcoibe 
^tc(c0c/0iupanf etaufft froibe 
Commc pups ou cornmefontant? 

$h eftoit peu motnbte que fame 
fixate effe eff ettpfue efpanbue 
Ouoncquce mate ne fauote Seuc 
Ceffc eaue qui ft 0teq feoit 
tmmGeffiffott et feoit 
jgqregarfantfeficu pfatfant 
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$mcq tope ctcqfoufae Staff 

jencttcecftiffcanafoitefaito 
laouifentcntetcfioute 
CBantct cce Doulprolfignofetj 

Cee mauuie et auttee opfe fcc 3 
9 f fefBat if fee et fouface 
Succ fee gene emmp la pface 
/}e pfue Beau fieu pout fop uwet 
/?e pouttoic if mpe ttouuec 
fie pfue Beffee gene ce fau0ee 
Cue iamaie eijnuf fieu (etcfliee 
Ct toue fee compatgnone DeDutt 
Suecquee fup mapne et confute 
Cuant o pfeufe meuft tout compte 
Ct ce queffe Dift cfcoufe 
flefup Die aSonc Dame opfeufe 
0a De ce ne fopee DouBteufe 
puts que Dcfiuit U Bef et gent 
£ft nienDwif auec fa gent 
j2q ce Sergiet cefte affemBfee 
fit meDoitpoeefltenpce 
Cue ne fa Sope encoi ennupt 
S>i Soue pipne fope efconDuit 
2De Seoic ceife compaignie 
'tCant couttwfc et 0ieq enfagnte 
lots entrap ene fane Dice mot 
Spies que opfeufe ouuert mot 
2c Sergiet/et quant ie fe Sep 
0efueBeiopetout taup 
at fac0iee que ie cut Dope efttc 
2DC Stop eij paraDte (erceftre 
Cant c^otf fe fieu DefectaBfe 
Cue ctftoit (Qofc memetfTaBfe 
Car comme foie me fut aDute 
^f ttefmt eij nufparaDie 
f>t dot) eft re comme if faifoit 
Su Setgiet qui tant me pfaifoit 
Cpfsaufy > efiaufane p eutaffes 
par tout fe Sergier amaffee 
at) fing fieu auoit rcff^riaufo 
Ot puts etf fimttepapegdufp 


£tauoft eiffeute gteneffaueffes 
JDcjifitncaufpcttettctctfce 
JDe cBatDownereaufy/Battouficffee 
iDolbec tee tt Be fitwfte 
Ce pmffone/Dauttteopfiffone 
^aifane BatBiee (cute paiuffone 
CafenDice p cut amaffeee 
£9 Sng autre fieu qui fafftte 
/Qcjtoicnt Be c0ante-a Bcupe 
jpstfcepauoitctmauufe 
Cui tenDotent a furmontet 
Zee auttee opfeaufjo De c0antct 
£0amt^ auttee opfeaufjopefhncnt 
Cui a c0antet fe nepoitoient 
gt ft Befccfotent ce Bope 
IDe finite mcfoBscufce Sow 
£ee opfeaufjo que ie Soueoeui'fc 
Cfiantaneaj mouftDiuerfeguife 
lent c0ant rftoit tant Douljo et Bef 
Comme ft fuff efpitituef 
$ac0«ee Be Stop quant it fog 
C^^Bemcnt meq teftop 
jCufreft Boufce mefoDie 
jOcfutoncquceDommeourc 
Zeutecfifefffoient fltoutpft Beauty 
Cut^nefcmBfoicntefttcftopfcaulp 
Spam fe pouoit oq eft imet 
Sc0antDefctameDemec 
Cat pat fie Seep qurffceontfcmeo 
gf fence out nctq fetetnee 
a) Decoiucnt Bieq fouuent 
Ceuf^qui cq mer court nt pet Sent 
S c0antct furent ententie 
Zceopfeaufje/noqcommeapitntie 
jOtaufft comme noqfacflawe 
gt facBtc^quant toup Brute cfiaite 
gt k Sep fe Cm Setfiopct 
0c commencap a mefgapet 
Cot it ftauope effc onequee 
gtgeg comme it fue oBoucqute 
l&out fo g ra nt D cfa fo fift fr 
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^Dncicci^fitnoautttettc 
fat low congncu it fiieqet Sep 
^neo^lcmouoftOtcqfaiii 
£uimauotta) tef iMmttmta 
Xxcqbcuopt.cftre fee amps 
iQaant cttc mauott Dtffctmc 
jUsutcfctduScrgicrramc 
dpafeoMecommcte fcautap 
jjeftouscqmptctaict birap 
ptcnitcrScquop bcburt fcniort 
’fix qneCfc compaignie auott 
£ane fongucfafife SoueSuctf bite 
jet ft Sccgicrtei tout Defence 
;Xafacr^ Stas cq comp tcrap 
iKricnsneStaeeqmentitap 
80018 fcrccttcrap pat oxtoc 
&ueniifnpfacf)cquccentoibiCt 
gauftcftuit tofectttSfc et pfdifant 
£$afcuqopfcou artoit faifant 
£afe tounoute ct (one trceceuttofe 

f^ttntoirc^fnintijfi^patote 

jtc* flnge cqftaa fee out tee flat# 
patentee fane aucui) toff auft 
]es Sngs 0auft et fee outtce 6ae 
gftnfttmftotent (turn tf0O8 

Jaboufceurctfaraefobie 

jMe miff flacuetw tef mufattec 
®ug quant toup feut contents 
0c nc me peu3 onequee tente 
jpuc (cut fleteiitSeott nafoffc 
Ct 8u fieu (e fang et fefpace 
£oq contentment ct foq eft re 
low met; affap tout teort a teffte 
parntp 9 nc petite feme 
pfatnc be fenouf ct to mente 
g^aietOcc pies troauap bcburt 
^out coicment eqSngrebutt 
£i*ntrap fa ou if effort 
• jteitopcnfcment fefBatmt 
xlfatmt €t> fa compaignie 
^mebeto u ttg eo uftegatme 


0 e mefMw boni 1(5 pouoiett t 
fgflre Benue font Bcaufjpeffoient 
Mngcefm&toient empeunej 
$1 Bean nauort Seu 0omtne itej 


£*? patfr facteur fans ftwoffe 
£>c totem rt ScfacatolTe 



i£t %ne bame feur cQantoit 
tfDui fteff c appeftee effort 
&rtq (ceut efianfet ct pftufatnmettf 
pfue que nuffe et nrignotement 
3ot) 6 ef refraiq moaft 6 teq t up fiff 
Cat 8ecQante t menmffeejtff 
i£ffe auoit fa Boip efete ct fame 
laque ffc n effort pae Btf&mte 
ICres 0 rtq fe fcauort beflrtfet 
jfctic bu pie ct renuotfer 
lee gene fa tenoient mouft cfltere 
pout cc queffe effort fapjemiete 
JDc 0 effe face et pfantetC' 

Couttoife effort et noq pae ftete 
JDeiopeufetefutgamre 
Ct auff i be foufae foutttie 
loie Baffiee caroffes offer 
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place in V6rard’s Folio; although this same cut is used in that 
edition four times, in other places (§§ 26, 43, 46, 92). It is one of 
those stock cuts of V^rard’s, used for so many different services, and 
belongs originally, it appears, to the Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles of i486. 

The type of the fragment is old and much worn. A type very 
much like it is found in certain sheets in the Verard Folio, but not 
exactly the same. The fount employed in the fragment appears to 
be identical with the type used in a book printed for Verard by 
Le Caron, viz., Alain Cbartier t fais , diBes et ba lades, and also with 
a type used by Guillaume Mignart, of which a specimen is given 
in Claudin, vol. ii, p. 325 (alphabet, p. 326). M. Claudin notes the 
close resemblance of Mignart’s types and Le Caron’s. Mr. Prodtor 
speaks of the latter as “ a rather mysterious person.” It seems 
extremely probable, he thinks, that a large proportion of Vdrard’s 
books were printed by him. 

Taking into consideration the worn-out type, the irregularity 
of position of the woodcuts, and the fadt that this fragment' is 
apparently unique, we may conclude pretty certainly, I think, that 
it does not form part of a lost edition, but is, as Mr. Pollard 
suggested to me, a “ trial sheet ” printed off to test the type, which 
proved, when tested, to be too much worn to use. No doubt a 
proof or two was struck off on paper, and thrown away. This 
proof on vellum has survived, simply because the material was 
valuable for binders* use. There is no record at the British Museum 
of how the fragment came into its possession. But it bears precisely 
the appearance we should exped had it been taken out of a binding, 
and as all the vellum-printed copies of Vdrard’s publications in the 
King’s Library— ordered of the publisher by the English King 
Henry VII — have been rebound, there seems every probability that 
this sheet was found in one of the original bindings, and preserved 
by the Library authorities at the time of the rebinding. 

F. W. BOURD 1 LLON. 
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